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HOME-START HEREFORDSHIRE
Environmental Policy
Home-Start Herefordshire is committed to sustainable development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the needs of future generations. We recognise the need to be aware of the impact of all our activities on the environment and on communities.
This Policy sets out our approach and commitment to managing and mitigating such impacts.
1. We will ensure that all members of our organisation are aware of this Policy and develop  

    a clear understanding of how it applies to them by:-

· Circulating it to all staff, Trustees and volunteers

· Discussing it at Volunteer support meetings, staff and Trustee meetings.

· Including it in the Induction programmes.
2. We will have regard to the environmental impact of products and services.

    We will do this by buying wherever possible:-
· Recycled products  
· Only what we are likely to need.
· Local products
3. We will encourage staff participation in energy reduction measures to maximise energy  

     efficiency and conservation. We will do this by:-
· Not leaving PCs etc on standby. 

· Turning down heating.
· Turning off lights when vacating offices.

4. We will follow the principles of Reduce, Reuse, Repair, Recycle in managing our 
     environmental impact. We will do this by:-
· Recycling Paper / ink cartridges.

· Re-using paper – for emails, notes etc - and paper clips.
· Using electronic communication where possible and reading papers electronically.
· Using both sides of paper.
· Recycling other waste whenever possible.
· Reducing use of plastic by finding alternatives where possible.
5. Our core activity is home visiting and we work in a rural county with limited access to   

    public transport. Nevertheless we will look for ways to reduce the need for travel and will 
    encourage the use of public transport or travel by bicycle or on foot. We will do this by:-
· Encouraging staff and volunteers to travel together whenever possible, and by the most cost effective means. 
· Matching volunteers with families in their area.
· Visiting several families/volunteers when going to an area of the county
· Sharing cars whenever possible
6.  In all of the above, we will encourage families to take similar measures
We will take advice from Home-Start UK and other agencies on how to measure and monitor our existing performance, set specific targets for improvement and audit our performance against these targets.
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